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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 

Resumed from 12 March on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [7.39 pm]: I would like to comment on the Premier’s priorities for the state and 
talk about the areas that have come to my attention and indeed are becoming increasingly important as we move 
through the economic crisis of the past 12 months and consider where the state is going in economic and social 
terms over the next two or three years. I will start by talking about cost-of-living increases in general, and then I 
will talk a little about some of the ways in which we provide services to communities through the work of non-
government organisations, charities and not-for-profit organisations and the investment that is needed in them to 
meet the increasing demands of the community. I should also mention that when I am speaking tonight I am 
going to be drawing very heavily on the Western Australian Council of Social Service 2010-11 pre-budget 
submission to government, which has just been completed. The cost of living, as measured by WACOSS, 
between 2007 and 2009 has gone up by $105 a week, which is nearly an 18 per cent increase in that two-year 
period. By comparison, incomes on average have increased by $41 a week, which is about 5.1 per cent. It does 
not take much to see that the cost-of-living increases that affect each of us have been going up exponentially 
over the past couple of years. The people sitting in the chamber might not perhaps be familiar with what it is like 
to live on less than $37 000 a year; or, indeed, if they are, it might have been a long time ago when they were 
living on that kind of income. The cost escalations that we have seen in the past 12 months under the Barnett 
government have contributed to a lot of the increases in costs of living.  

It is well and truly understood that the cost of housing has had an exponential increase over the past few years, 
partly as a result of the economic good times and then the prices having not fallen anywhere near enough to help 
low-income or disadvantaged families, and even middle-income families. I will also talk about the situation for 
regional families and people living in rural and remote areas.  

If members consider the cost of water and power, they will be very clear that there have been some enormous 
increases in those areas. There has been a more than 25 per cent increase in the cost of water, and power is going 
to increase even more. The cost of gas has increased by 24 per cent in the past 12 months. Food prices have gone 
up. We all know that rates have gone up as a result of this government’s increase in and redirection of the waste 
avoidance and resource recovery levy. We are all paying more rates, including people on low incomes renting 
homes, to whom those increases are being passed on through rental agreements. The costs of transport and also 
health have gone up. The community is feeling a real and increasing level of hardship.  

In my view, the Premier needs to pay more attention to the kinds of resources that the most unfortunate and 
disadvantaged in our community need to survive. The government needs to turn its attention to reducing 
homelessness for a start. Certainly, in my electorate, we are seeing more incidents that relate to what many in the 
community see as antisocial behaviour. There is an increasing number of homeless people on the streets—people 
struggling to find somewhere to sleep and sleeping rough in garages, laneways and alleyways, on doorsteps and 
under window frames. It is a very sad plight. We also see, as a result of increasing hardship in the community, 
crime increasing. We have been debating the increase in crime and antisocial behaviour in this house over the 
past three days. It does not just happen, and in many cases it is related to people who are abusing drugs and 
alcohol. The incidence of drug and alcohol use and mental health issues combine to create very complex 
problems for people who are sleeping rough and who do not have a home to go to. It is important that this 
government turn its priorities to those who are most hard hit at the moment.  

We saw the government in 2009-10 strip $17 million from amounts allocated to pensioners and from seniors’ 
concessions, which meant that WA seniors were hit with a double-whammy of increasing living costs and 
decreasing concessions.  

I now refer to a draft research report that the Productivity Commission released in October 2009 titled 
“Contribution of the Not-for-Profit Sector”. This report will be finalised after consultations have taken place. I 
want to talk about a few of the key points that the Productivity Commission has raised that are of note to this 
discussion and to my concerns, and I think to the concerns of many members. Firstly, the not-for-profit sector in 
Australia is a large and diverse sector of around 600 000 organisations. The Australian Bureau of Statistics 
satellite accounts found that these not-for-profits contributed $43 billion to Australia’s GDP and eight per cent of 
employment in 2006-07. Over the seven years to 2006-07, the contribution to GDP had more than doubled in 
current price terms, and the not-for-profit sector contribution to GDP had increased from 3.3 to 4.1 per cent, 
reflecting strong growth in the sector over that time. There are 4.6 million people who volunteer with the not-for-
profit sector, which has an imputed additional contribution to the GDP of $14.6 billion. While those figures are 
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really impressive, the Productivity Commission refers to other findings about what is happening in the not-for-
profit sector. Many of us who go out into the community and who spend time with not-for-profit organisations 
and charities will understand.  

Government has sought to increase accountability, and that is not a new phenomenon to this government. It has 
been fairly historical that most governments think that the not-for-profit sector might be a bit unruly and 
unwieldy, and they try to bring some order into it and increase accountability, particularly for funding or grants 
and purchasing agreements, to make sure they get the outcomes they want. In fact, “reporting requirements 
associated with grants have become disproportionately more onerous without commensurate benefit.” That is a 
quote from the executive summary of the Productivity Commission’s draft report. The use of contracts and 
competitive tendering purchaser-provider agreements when engaging not-for-profit organisations to deliver 
government-funded services has grown. Although members on this side made some attempt while in government 
to curb that development around competitive tendering and perhaps temper it with a more realistic way of 
tendering with the not-for-profit sector, the facts are that the community service sector still feels that less than 
full-cost funding has resulted in many substantial wage gaps arising for not-for-profit staff working in 
community services. That has led to an incredibly challenging environment. It is pretty clear from the research 
that was done by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the disability sector about three years ago, and 
more recently by the Productivity Commission, that the difference in wages for the same work between a public 
servant and a not-for-profit employee is 30 per cent. Either not-for-profit employees are really wealthy and do 
not need to make a lot of money, or they are dismally poor and cannot get out of the sector but are looking for a 
job in a better-paid environment, such as a government job. It is hard to find staff and even harder to keep them 
when the wage difference is 30 per cent. Also, the overly prescriptive requirements, using micro-management 
and inappropriate short-term contracts, undermine the very reason that the government chooses to have these 
services delivered by the not-for-profit sector; that is, they perceive that the sector offers efficiency and 
effectiveness in the delivery of services.  

I am very aware that the Treasurer or the ministers involved in the funding that is administered by the 
departments for which they have responsibility, possibly under the “Treasurer’s Instructions”, have limited not-
for-profit funding for 12 months, with a promise of a review. That significantly reduces the income of these 
organisations. It means that they not only cannot attract and retain staff, but also lose enormous knowledge. That 
knowledge is what they bring to delivering critical and vital services, often life-saving services, to the 
community. By funding organisations for 12 months, the government might think it is doing something fabulous 
for its efficiency dividends. However, the government’s choice of a short contracting term is negatively 
impacting on the outcomes that can be delivered in this state.  

The notion of client-directed funding models is being worked up under commonwealth guidance. While it has 
great relevance to the work that is being done, I issue a cautionary note to the Premier and Treasurer: what has 
happened, for instance, in the aged care sector is that because its funding formula is set so low, it is not worth it 
for not-for-profit organisations to submit a tender to deliver some of the services the government is asking them 
to deliver. That has been a well-proved fact in the aged care sector over the past five years. Organisations are not 
coming forward to put their hand up to deliver services. They cannot afford to deliver services at the level of 
funding that is being offered. My cautionary advice to the Premier in his priority setting around the efficiency 
dividend is to not cut off his nose to spite his face. If the government wants to be more than knee-deep in 
impoverished people who are struggling, it is certainly heading in the right direction by not rewarding not-for-
profits with a fair amount of funding to deliver services to them.  

I turn now to some specific areas that concern me around families and children in this state, including housing. 
For Western Australian families and children, an immediate injection of funding is needed, with a great part of it 
going into the preventive end of the services. I have mentioned child health nurses as one of the critical areas. 
Child health nurses give crucial support to the community in the areas of maternal, infant and family health in 
the early years. They assess children’s health and development and provide important support for, and 
information to, families on many aspects of parenting and family health. We know that sometimes parents have 
kids and they do not have this information. Again, that adds to the crime statistics and the poverty in the 
community. Child health nurses have long been regarded as a gateway to a wide range of services that can 
support mothers and their babies. They see and welcome almost all families with newborn babies and can 
facilitate supportive and community-building relationships between mothers through community mothers’ 
groups. I refer to the Western Australian Council of Social Service’s pre-budget submission, specifically as it 
relates to child health nurses. It states — 

A Victorian child will have seen a child health nurse five times at four months old. A Western 
Australian child will not have seen a child health nurse five times until the age of 18 months.  
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Data shows Aboriginal parents and their children have even less contact with a health nurse, which falls 
away dramatically in the first 18 months. 

In Western Australia there are 310 child health centres and most of them operate on an appointment system from 
Monday to Friday. However, some are open only part time. According to WACOSS, currently Western Australia 
is 105 maternal health nurses short to provide the basic health needs of a newborn child. Too few nurses and too 
many parents means that they cannot meet the potential of their roles. I ask the Premier and the Minister for 
Health to make sure that we have child health nurses in the community who can deliver to ensure not only that 
babies are born healthy, but also that they survive and thrive in their first 18 months of life.  

I come now to housing, which is a huge area. One does not really know where to start or list priorities. The 
Treasurer has done some good work in starting to address housing issues in this state, particularly around social 
and community housing. However, there are some recommendations that I would like to mention to the Premier 
in my presentation, specifically on the private rental market. As many members have rented in the past or rent 
now, they know that the private rental market is crucial to the overall housing system in this state. It comprises 
23 per cent of households in Western Australia and provides a home to more than 60 000 low and mid-income 
householders in the state. For most people on low incomes, finding a home to buy is a major challenge; 
therefore, the private rental market is the next best option available to them. As the cost of home purchasing has 
increased, so too has the cost of rental accommodation, affecting people from all wage brackets. Many people 
are now finding it difficult or impossible to find a rental property, let alone hold on to it. I remember seeing 
queues of people turn up to view one rental property. Following an advertisement cars were parked in the street 
and people were lining up to rent the house. In fact, it became an auction process to get a rental home; in other 
words, how much people would bid over and above the advertised rental price. The house went to the highest 
bidder. It was an extraordinary situation.  

I refer to emergency accommodation providers in the state. The youth accommodation service in Victoria Park is 
a good example. I know of a young family, comprising a 19-year-old girl, her partner and their baby, who have 
been living in that accommodation. It was meant to be for three months only, but they have been there for two 
years because it was impossible for them to find a rental property let alone deliver the bond and the other costs 
associated with getting into it.  

There are three very good recommendations from the WACOSS prebudget submission. One relates to the 
affordable rental brokerage scheme. It suggests that the Department of Housing would act as an intermediary 
between low-income households and landlords in the private rental sector. Therefore, landlords would rent their 
properties to somebody on a low income at 20 per cent below the market rent, but for a minimum of five years. 
The Department of Housing would guarantee that there would be no vacancies and also pay the real estate 
management fees on that property. That would be a very attractive scheme to somebody who has private rental 
accommodation. It would specifically help low-income earners.  

The second recommendation is similar to a time-limited rental subsidy scheme that is modelled on the 
Queensland rent start scheme. That scheme helps those people who are currently unable to pay rent at the full 
market price, but expect to be able to do so as their financial situation improved. Under such a model, the rent 
paid by tenants is gradually increased over a four-year period until they are paying the full market rent. During 
the intervening period, Queensland’s Department of Housing picks up the difference. That scheme is 
administered by that state’s Department of Housing in conjunction with community housing providers. It is 
another really good example of a more creative way of addressing the housing rental market.  

Finally—it sounds so simple—there a large number of four and five-bedroom homes. We are a nation that likes 
four-bedroom and two-bathroom houses. There are a lot of spare rooms in houses. A simple solution is an 
education program—a public scheme—to encourage homeowners to rent spare bedrooms to individuals and 
families. It is not for everyone, but it could take up some of the slack that is being experienced in the community. 
WACOSS has provided three simple solutions that should be given attention.  

[Member’s time extended].  

Ms L.L. BAKER: While on the subject of housing, I will refer to rural and remote areas in this state. My 
comments will relate to not-for-profit organisations that deliver community services in the far extremities of this 
large state. The agencies that deliver these services are already facing acute problems. Members will know what 
they are. They include inadequate and extraordinarily costly housing for key workers. I can cite one instance 
from a couple of years ago. The chief executive officer of a small family service in the Roebourne area had been 
delivering that service, as the CEO, for about 17 years and had been paying about $500 a week rent. The rent 
increased over the years. In the last three years of the economic expansion in that neck of the woods, the cost of 
the rent for that home increased to $2 500 a week. That was significantly more income than the entire grant that 
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the service received. There was absolutely no way that that was a sustainable method of trying to deliver a 
service, because the CEO of the service could not be housed, let alone any of the workers in the service. There is 
difficulty competing with the high-paying mining companies and other private sector companies, particularly for 
housing. There is a high turnover of staff simply because of the nature of the work. It is a very different 
environment, and if people go to rural and remote regional centres and are not familiar with the way life will be 
there, it becomes quite difficult for them. The turnover rate for CEOs is quite high, particularly in the Pilbara. It 
is about 18 months before a CEO of a community service in the Pilbara is turned over. There is inconsistent 
funding, along with uncertainty of continuity. Sometimes even the uncertainty of whether consumer price index 
increases will be added to grants is another problem. There is extreme difficulty in developing the workforce due 
to limited funds and increased distances. 

The indexation amount would be at least a minimal increase that one would expect a service to be paid to deliver 
family support or domestic violence support or any one of a range of different services such as child protection 
or whatever it may be. We calculate that in a rural or remote area services need at least 20 per cent over and 
above the normal CPI to deliver a service. I think that bears thinking about, Premier. It is essential to try to make 
regional and remote services more sustainable and more competitive as employers.  

I have some final comments to make in putting forward my priorities, which are certainly the priorities, I am 
sure, of many members in this house who are concerned about social justice issues and the effective working of 
the social side of our community, not just the economic side of it. The government needs to put far more funds 
into the community sector. We need to address the shortfall in salaries immediately. That requires a 30 per cent 
increase on all contracting. That is not about the CPI; that is just to enable those people to deliver the services 
that they are currently contracted to the government to deliver. They cannot deliver at that level any more. More 
and more people will choose to not enter into any more agreements as a result of the employment crisis, in 
particular. I believe that that is an area to which the Premier should be directing a lot of energy. I hope to see the 
community sector grow and be able to deliver services, particularly for the most vulnerable in our community. 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [8.02 pm]: This speech will probably be a little different from my normal 
contribution to the debate on the Premier’s Statement because I do not have 165 names to read out; I did not get 
enough notice. 

I want to congratulate all members on both sides of the house for the way in which they treated Paul Andrews’ 
family today and the respect they showed for Paul. I know that it was a very moving experience for Gim, and I 
spoke to Peter afterwards. It is something that they will remember for a long time. It made me proud to be a 
member of this house today, and I congratulate everyone on both sides. 

First of all, I will talk about Grange Resources Ltd. The Grange Resources project has been going on for quite a 
while. Grange’s main concern at the moment is that it is not getting its environmental permits, which it has been 
waiting on for a long time. When Grange first started, it was only a very small investor. However, it now has a 
large Chinese investor, Shagang, which has China’s largest private steel mill. It will take half the product from 
Southdown, so this de-risks the project considerably. Sojitz, the joint venture partner, also has Japanese 
government investment through JOGMEC. Grange operates Australia’s largest magnetite mine in Tasmania, so 
it is now a producer with cash flow. Its Chinese investors and Japanese partner struggle to understand the 
environmental permit processes, under which time frames promised are constantly missed. 

With regard to the environmental permits, I have been led to believe that the mining permit should be signed off 
any day. The port permit application has been presented to the Environmental Protection Authority board, and it 
is hoped that a bulletin will be received in a couple of weeks. But, then again, promises such as this have been 
made for the past three to four months. I am sure that if this major mining company were located up north, it 
would already have its mining approvals or its environmental approvals. It is very disappointing. We see that 
everything up north goes through and is ticked off. This project is probably small from a mining perspective, but 
it is very important to our region. Once again, I think Albany is being neglected by the coalition government. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: What is it doing for power? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: We put $157 million in the forward estimates in the last budget before we left government 
for getting power for Southdown from Collie, I think it was. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: No. We put money in the budget for that—$157 million. 

Mr D.T. Redman: For the line to serve the Wellstead mine. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes. 

Mr D.T. Redman: As I understand, that gets reimbursed from — 
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Mr P.B. WATSON: No. The government was putting up the money first to get the power there. Anyway, this is 
a company that should be encouraged. This project will be great for the region of Albany, and it will bring a lot 
of jobs. It will be a magnetite mine. They will take slush in the pipe from the mine through to the port, so extra 
money will also be generated for the port. 

Development on the foreshore has been going very well. Our gold-plated entertainment centre is getting bigger 
and better every day. However, people who are not very happy about it are still sending me emails. They are 
calling it “Milton’s Monster”, so they are blaming the mayor now, which is good. It is taking a bit of pressure off 
me. It will be a tremendous centre, and I am sure that the Premier will be very proud to open that centre when it 
is finished. The rest of the foreshore development is coming along. I know that people are interested in putting a 
hotel on the foreshore. Great development is going on there. 

The University of Western Australia development is something else that was being done under the Carpenter and 
Gallop governments. It is great to see that it is being continued by the current government. UWA is a very 
important part of our city and our region. The thing is that the young people from our city and from our region 
do not necessarily have to go to Perth for their university studies. While I am on this point, I must say that I am 
very disappointed with the federal government’s youth allowance. The allowance was introduced to encourage 
people in regional areas to go to Perth to study. I have three children who went to Perth to study, and I have a 
sister in Perth who has three children who went to university in Perth. They received the same youth allowance 
that my children received. My children had to go to Perth. They went individually; they did not go together. 
They had to find a place to stay and find a job, whereas the kids who live in Perth go home to mum and dad at 
night and have their meals cooked for them. One of the reasons country kids are a lot tougher than city kids is 
that they have to do everything. I am bitterly disappointed with the federal government. There should be a 
special allowance for regional kids to encourage them to go to uni. Most of the bright people and top sportsmen 
come from regional areas. I am very disappointed at the decision made by the federal government. I have voiced 
my opinion to the minister on more than one occasion. I was glad to see that for the past 12 months the 
government paid the allowance to the children who already had work commitments. It is no good saying that 
they get a special relocation allowance. These kids have to leave home. My oldest daughter was 17 when she 
left. They have to go to Perth, find accommodation, cook their own meals, do their own washing and ironing and 
find a part-time job. Under this new system, kids have to have a break of 18 months. While they are working 
during the first 12 months, the gap year, the kids in Perth can continue for another six months because they are at 
home. The country kids have to do their 12 months at home and then for the next six months they are still 
working to get their hours up and earn more money. The federal government’s decision was very disappointing. I 
will continue to attack it for that.  

I would also like to talk about the tremendous job that the Clontarf Football Academy is doing in Albany. I will 
be talking about it during 90-second statements on Thursday. Young kids who did not go to school and who 
were not in the system are now in the system. Their attendance rate is tremendous. They are also becoming role 
models for the community.  

I would also like to congratulate the Royals Football Club. It broke the monopoly of my team, North Albany, in 
the grand final this year. We saw a tremendous performance by Darrell Panizza and his young team. I 
begrudgingly say that it was a great effort.  

I would like to talk about education support workers. I have had a lot to do with the lowest paid workers in the 
public service. These people have had their pay stopped, not docked, because they are working to rule. I 
remember when the police had their pay dispute. They stopped people who were speeding and did not issue 
speeding fines. Their pays were not docked. What happened to them? They were let off because they were 
members of a much stronger union. These education support workers are getting a pay rise of 46c an hour. When 
we consider that water, power and gas bills have all gone up by huge amounts and these people are the lowest 
paid in the public service, it is just not fair. It is a mean government that will not negotiate with these people.  

I would also like to talk about the men’s crisis centre in Albany. When we were in government, I set up a men’s 
committee in Albany. Some men have nowhere to go. They are in a position in which violence restraining orders 
have been put on them and they have nowhere to go, so they sleep in their car or somewhere like that. They are 
in an emotional state and they have nowhere to go. We set up a group with the agencies in Albany. Once the 
government changed hands, I was no longer on the committee. It seems to be stalling at the moment. I know of a 
house owned by family services that would have been ideal. I congratulate the Minister for Housing and Works 
for the work that he has done. He is running into brick walls too. Two agencies are not getting together. If 
everyone sat down at a table, we could sort out this housing problem. Housing is desperately needed in Albany. 
There is a women’s crisis centre, but there is nowhere for the men to go.  
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I turn to the Esplanade Hotel. Albany has the most expensive sandpit in Australia. We have a beautiful beach. 
There is a big sandpit opposite Middleton Beach where the Esplanade Hotel used to be. If an Australian 
company went to Indonesia or Thailand and said that it was going to buy a hotel right on the beach, demolish it 
and not build anything for three years, I am sure people would be in jail or shot or whatever happens over there. 
We have a situation in which the developers came in, bought the building and knocked it down straightaway. I 
should be careful what I say here because I know an investigation is going on into the legality of what was done 
by various companies. I think a really big story about this will come out in the next few weeks. I do not know 
how we will get around it and whether it is an issue that should be dealt with by the state government or the 
federal government. When an overseas company comes in, grabs prime real estate on a top beach, knocks down 
a building and does not do anything after that, surely there is something wrong with the system. We had a five-
star hotel. I remember when the late Paul Terry knocked down the old Esplanade Hotel and built a brand-new 
hotel. When he built it, it looked like it had been there for a long time. It also had my photo in the sportsmen’s 
bar, which made it a bit more attractive. Did members miss that? I have the photo at home; I will bring it in. 
Something has to be done. We have this piece of prime real estate in our top tourist area and nothing is 
happening on it.  

I have been approached by some of the authors in Albany, including John Doust, who wrote Boy on a Wire. He 
is one of the top authors in the area. A host of writers live in the area, not only in Albany but also in Denmark. 
The Premier’s Book Awards had been in place for a long time. It was something that Western Australian authors 
could aim for, but it was taken away by the present minister. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It kept being won by overseas authors, that’s why. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Only once. What is happening with it? It was taken away. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It will be reinstated but in what we consider a better format. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: That is fair enough. I did get feedback that people from overseas had won it. I think it was 
won by someone in Asia. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Yes. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: As long as something is happening, my constituents will be happy.  

On Sunday week we have our seniors concert. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Are you starring?  

Mr P.B. WATSON: I am, actually; I am singing. If the Premier wants to come along, he is more than welcome.  

Mr I.C. Blayney: What are you going to sing?  

Mr P.B. WATSON: I have not worked it out yet. It was a bit scary last time I sang because all the oldies got 
really excited and threw their false teeth on the stage. This is something that members could do in their own 
electorates. We started these concerts at the Mount Lockyer Primary School hall in 2001. We had 35 people for 
the seniors concert. We pick up the people who can be picked up and take them to the venue. For those in 
wheelchairs, we organise for the wheelchair taxis to pick them up. They do that for nothing. We get local 
entertainers to entertain. We had 450 people last year. I like to think that someone would do that for my mum 
and dad. I am in a position in which I can do it. I have some tremendous helpers who help every year. We give 
them a cup of tea at the interval. That is served by the local schoolkids, so the oldies get to see the schoolkids. 
We give them lamingtons and cakes. They love it. I am proud that we have done it over the years; it is not only 
me, but also my staff and all the people who help. It is a tremendous concept. I picked up the idea from Hon 
Cheryl Edwardes, who used to do it in her electorate. All the helpers and I get more of a kick out of it than the 
oldies because we like to see them having fun. They love to see me making mistakes and telling bad jokes.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: We see it on a daily basis! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes. 

This weekend we will be holding the Relay for Life. Relay for Life is a tremendous concept. The member for 
Geraldton has one in Geraldton, and the member for Roe has one in his electorate. 

Mr T.K. Waldron: We have one, too! 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes, the member for Wagin has one. The member for Joondalup also has one in his 
electorate. I am a member of the Fairy Slappers. I have a Fairy Slapper stubby holder on my desk in my office. A 
lot of people who come into my office say, “Who are the Fairy Slappers?” The Fairy Slappers are a group of 
ladies in Albany. They had a friend who died of cancer and left behind four or five children. They raise money 
for charity. In the first year, they raised $11 000. Last year, they raised $30 000. At their auction recently, they 
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auctioned off a meal with me at Parliament House. A lot of people in Albany donated things for the auction. 
They are already up to $30 000 for this year.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Actually, it was a guy who paid to have a meal with me, which is a bit of a worry! That 
relay will be held this weekend. The people from the local media—the Albany Advertiser—have been strong in 
promoting the Relay for Life, and they will have a team there, too.  

Anzac Day in Albany will be very special next year, because we will be dedicating the new Anzac Peace Park. 
The Mayor of Gallipoli and the Mayor of Péronne will be in Albany for that ceremony. A lot of people probably 
do not know where Péronne is. It is just up the road from Villers-Bretonneux. There are museums there with 
photos and prints of Australian soldiers and other Allied artefacts from the war. Péronne is like Villers-
Bretonneux, because the schools have a sign above the blackboards saying, “We must not forget the 
Australians”. I am organising at the moment to try to get some of those artefacts out to Albany.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: That will be a tremendous boost for Albany, because in 2014 it will be 100 years since the 
Anzacs left Albany to go to war. It will be a very big occasion. A ship will be coming from New Zealand and 
will be stopping in Albany on its way to Gallipoli. A lot of ex-servicemen have been saving for four or five years 
to pay off their trip so that they can be in Gallipoli on Anzac Day. Once the Peace Park is finished and we hold 
the major commemoration in 2014, I think people from all around the world will want to come to Albany to see 
the town that the Anzacs left from. There will be a centre at that park where people will be able to key into the 
computer the name of their granddad or great uncle and see where they went and get their war records. 

I want to talk now about Middleton Beach.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: How are the sharks going? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: The sharks, yes! I was walking along Middleton Beach one morning about three weeks 
ago, and there was a whale and her calf rolling around in the water. I did not swim out there to find out exactly 
how close they were, but they would have been no more than 30 metres from the beach. Where else in the world 
can we walk along the beach at six o’clock in the morning and see that? 

Dr G.G. Jacobs: Esperance!  

Mr P.B. WATSON: No. These are real whales! The ones in Esperance are the plastic ones from royalties for 
regions! No. That was the cows!  

People talk about all the great things they see overseas. Albany has got as much beauty as any place overseas. I 
agree that Esperance is a beautiful place. But we should be looking more at our own state. Now that we no 
longer have daylight saving, we can get up early in the morning and see these things; if we still had daylight 
saving, it would be too dark. 

I must congratulate the Minister for Sport and Recreation for his support for the redevelopment of the Albany 
Surf Life Saving Club.  

Mr T.K. Waldron: Has it started yet? 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes. A builder was appointed last week, minister, so that is well on the way.  

I would also like to congratulate Terry Eaton and all the guys at the Albany Police and Citizens Youth Club. I 
remember that when we were in government and we were looking to build the PCYC, we looked at the 
Geraldton PCYC. That was a bit left of centre. The clubhouse was a bit different from the other clubs we had 
seen, because it was built on different angles. We took that idea back to Albany, and we have adopted most of 
that concept from Geraldton. That club has been a tremendous success. Terry Eaton dedicates his life to those 
kids. We can find him there nearly every night. He drives the kids to sporting events, and he is there for all the 
music groups.  

Mr T.K. Waldron: He is a tremendous fellow. 

Mr P.B. WATSON: Yes. He is tremendous. He has dedicated his life to that club. He has a backup group there. 
That is a good facility in Albany for our youth. I think they are also looking at building a drop-in centre that the 
young kids can go to on a Saturday night. 

The Albany Show was held last weekend. That was a tremendous success. There was a great National Party stall 
there. I did not see the minister there. I congratulate the Albany Agricultural Society for the excellent show it put 
on this year. However, there was a bit of a hiccup this year. The schoolkids generally get the day off on the 
Friday before the show. This year, the public schools said that the kids could not have the day off, but the private 
schools did let the kids have the day off. I went to the show on the Saturday and had a walk around, and there 
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seemed to be fewer people there than is usually the case. I do not know whether the decision of the public 
schools had anything to do with that, nevertheless, it was a tremendous event. It was great to see all the animals 
that were presented, and the horsemanship by both the young and the old from our region. The Albany 
Agricultural Society does a tremendous job each year, and once again it excelled itself. 

I also want to talk about retail trading hours. People in the city say that people in regional areas should not be 
voting on retail trading hours. Our main concern is obviously for the producers. We are also concerned that if 
extended trading hours are brought in in the city, it will be the thin edge of the wedge and it will happen in 
regional areas. In regional areas, the local governments make the decision on trading hours. They are right across 
what is happening in their communities. A referendum on trading hours was held a while back at the council 
elections, and people voted against extended trading hours. So, when people say that country people are against 
extended trading hours, that is only because we are looking after what our constituents want. People in regional 
areas want to spend Saturday afternoons and Sundays with their families. They also want to play sport. Sport is 
very important in regional towns, and it is something that we should encourage.  

As I have said, I generally have the names of about 160 people whom I want to mention. Albany is ticking along 
very well. The foreshore redevelopment is going very well. I congratulate the current government on keeping it 
going. There are concerns about some issues, but I will raise them in another forum. I do not think I have missed 
anything here. I support the motion.  

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [8.28 pm]: Mr Speaker — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: You got up before the member had even finished! That is very rude! 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: What was that, member for Girrawheen? 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Oh! You want to get home early! I forgot about that! 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: The member for Girrawheen is the one who wants to sit late, so she should be standing 
to speak at 10 o’clock at night, should she not? 

I would like to take this opportunity, in my response to the Premier’s Statement, to highlight to the Premier some 
of the problems that the cutbacks in health expenditure will exacerbate. I am not sure whether members are 
aware that we now spend less per capita on health than we did in the early 1990s. Successive governments have 
almost taken a smoke and mirrors approach by saying that they are spending more on health, when they are not 
really spending more on health, not if we look at the increase in population that health care now services. In the 
early 1990s, health made up about 24 per cent of the budget; that has now decreased to 22 to 23 per cent. Also, 
up until the 1990s the budget papers identified the funding for community and child health nurses and school 
health nurses. In approximately 1990, when a health reform was undertaken, they were suddenly brushed under 
the carpet and were no longer separately represented in the budget. As they were no longer separately 
represented, their needs were no longer identified and addressed. That was why, earlier this year in this house, 
the Education and Health Standing Committee, as part of its report into child screening, brought to our attention 
that we are 360 full-time equivalent positions short in child health nurses, school health nurses, and child 
development services. Bearing that in mind, we really should be looking at the budget to remedy this shortage.  

Each time there is an election, both major parties, and the National Party, Mr Speaker—it is good to see you in 
this place—tell the community that they are going to fix health, education and law and order. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Who said that? 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: The member’s party did. The Liberal Party stated in its election promises that it was 
going to address the problems in health.  

How can the government address the problems in health if the healthcare dollars have been taken away? The 
government has introduced cuts in child development services—front-line services—necessary for children’s 
emotional, social and educational growth. There have been cutbacks in funding for screening measures and 
treatments that children need such as occupational therapy and physiotherapy, as well as cutbacks in funding to 
social workers who work with children and their families to make sure they have all the resources they need. 
They are not being funded. I believe there should be funding for those 360 FTEs we are short, which, in a 
preliminary analysis, would equate to roughly $60 million to $70 million  

In 2001, when the previous Labor government was elected, it organised for a review of healthcare services to be 
conducted, which resulted in the Reid report. That report was tabled in 2004, and part of it stated — 

Good health and well being in the early years of life provides a solid basis for maintaining good health 
throughout adulthood. Investment in child, maternal and adolescent health is therefore an important 
component of reducing the burden of disease in the future. 
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We all know that one of the major problems in our hospitals at the moment is chronic diseases. The number of 
people being admitted with chronic diseases will continue unless we address the problems of health from infancy 
and childhood. The report further stated — 

Recent surveys indicate that 86% of Western Australian children, as reported by parents, are in good 
health. Despite this, there are some areas of concern, including current indications that around 20% of 
children are overweight or obese. With obesity being a contributing factor to major diseases such as 
diabetes, heart disease and some cancers … 

The report went on to state — 

The pathways to many diseases later in life appear to commence either during pregnancy or in early 
childhood.  

And the report further stated — 

Investment in maternal and child health can prevent, or minimise the impact of many diseases. A focus 
is therefore needed on the provision of maternal and child health services … 

The Reid report, tabled in 2004, identified the problems in child health, and the fact that it was an area that was 
being neglected by the health department, possibly because at that stage child health services came under 
regional structures in the metropolitan area and there was no overarching body. 

Because of that, in July 2005 a child development service reference group was convened. It presented a report in 
July 2006 entitled “Future Directions for Western Australian Child Development Services”. Up until then, child 
health services throughout the metropolitan area and throughout the state did not have a common tool for 
assessing children, and they were not collecting waiting list data. They were not identifying the different 
priorities in children’s needs, and so it fluctuated very much from area to area in both the metropolitan and 
country areas. But then in August 2006, the Health Reform Implementation Taskforce presented a report, after 
which child development services were brought together under one hat and became the Child and Adolescent 
Health Service. Since 2006, all services have been able to use priority categories to assess children. The priority 
categories start at priority 1, which means that a child needs to be seen within four weeks, and go up to priority 
4. Rather than go into priorities 1 to 4 for the different age groups, I will table that document.  

Child development services can now ask the social workers, the occupational therapists or the physiotherapists, 
because there has been one databank since 2006, what the waiting list was for speech therapy for priority 1 
children in 2006, and what the waiting list is now. The same goes for occupational therapy and for children who 
need to see a psychologist. One would have hoped that since those services were brought together under one 
umbrella, there would have been an improvement. Funding for community nurses, child development services 
and school health nurses has not increased for almost two decades. Even since the Liberal Party won the 
election, the delay for children waiting to receive those front-line services has increased. Today I was told that 
some of those front-line staff are not being replaced when they go on maternity leave. Obviously, I will take that 
matter up with the Minister for Health, because he said that there would not be any gaps in front-line services, 
but it is still happening. 

After the Reid report was tabled, the former Expenditure Review Committee—which is now the Economic and 
Expenditure Reform Committee and consists of the Premier, the Treasurer, the Under Treasurer, the Leader of 
the National Party and Hon Norman Moore, the Leader of the Government in the upper house—asked that the 
Health Reform Implementation Steering Committee be established. That committee was established and 
consisted of the Director General of Health, a representative of the Minister for Health, the Under Treasurer, a 
representative of Treasury and, initially, Professor Mick Reid, who wrote the Reid report. That committee was 
meant to meet for a couple of days every six months to look at the Reid report, the problems identified in the 
Reid report and how those problems were being addressed. At each meeting the committee was meant to look at 
the reforms, what had been achieved to date, the impacts on service delivery and the achievements that were 
planned for the following six months. 

Mr Speaker, I could see you raise your eyebrows when you presented to the house the letter from the Education 
and Health Standing Committee asking for an extension of time, because that report was meant to be tabled this 
month. The committee has asked for additional time because the clinical services framework, which was meant 
to have been tabled six months ago, is currently with cabinet. I am very pleased that there are two ministers in 
the house at the moment—the Minister for Agriculture and Food and the Minister for Education. I hope that 
when the clinical services framework is reviewed by cabinet, the ministers will say that there is a shortage of 370 
full-time equivalent child and community health nurses, school nurses and child development services staff and 
will ask how this is being addressed and whether version 2 of the clinical services framework, which is meant to 
focus on the next five years, addresses those deficiencies. The Minister for Health was a member of the 
Education and Health Standing Committee during the previous government when the committee started the 
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assessment of screening. I believe that he was aware then of the problems with child health services. I believe 
that is why he has given a commitment to improve those services, but he will need the support of his cabinet 
colleagues. 

[Quorum formed.] 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Version 2 of the clinical services framework is currently before cabinet. The Education 
and Health Standing Committee was made aware that, after the election, the government was given a business 
plan for the requirements for child development services. The committee is waiting to receive a copy of that 
business plan. It is taking a while to come to the committee; I think we asked for it several weeks ago. That 
business plan will have identified for the government the dollars that are required to bring Western Australian 
children’s health standards up to the national standard. The health of Western Australian children is below the 
national standard. If children’s services are not addressed adequately in version 2 of the clinical services 
framework, I hope that cabinet will send the framework back to the Director General of Health and ask the 
director general why they have not been highlighted as part of that framework. That needs to be done as a matter 
of urgency, because the Treasurer and other members of the Economic and Expenditure Reform Committee will 
go into lockdown soon for the midyear review. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: When they do go into lockdown, I hope that they will look at the dollars being spent on 
health services and will appreciate that the per capita funding for health services has decreased and that the 
increases projected in this year’s budget analysis for the next few years of 12 per cent, 3.54 per cent, 4.11 per 
cent and 5.88 per cent are insufficient to address the problems with child health services. 

I know that many members in this house will have been up since five o’clock this morning and will be getting 
very tired, as will the staff. I know that the Leader of the House wants to finish this debate this evening. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: No, he doesn’t. He doesn’t want to finish tonight. He gagged us last week and stretches it out 
this week. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: I also think that some other areas need to be addressed as part of the midyear review. 
Underground power is one such issue. When that program was introduced by the Liberal government many years 
ago, it was meant to address older suburbs. More than 60 per cent of the older suburbs have underground power. 
My suburb is not one of those areas. I have a map showing where those areas are.  

Mr T.G. Stephens: How many cyclones do you have through your suburb?  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Did the member for Pilbara see the devastation at Bicton Primary School? 

Mr T.G. Stephens: No.  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Has the member for Pilbara had deaths from power failures in his area? We have!  

We need more funding directed to underground power. My electorate has problems with traffic congestion, 
including the bottleneck at Canning Bridge, and the member for South Perth will agree that when people get off 
the train at South Perth, they have no idea which way to go or which bus to catch. The signage needs to be 
improved and the facilities for disabled people need to be improved. I have several schools within my electorate. 
The funding that was made available in this year’s budget for roofing was insufficient. I have several schools 
that need — 

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: There is one that should have been pulled down and replaced 10 or 15 years ago. The 
funding for roofs needs to be increased.  

In conclusion, I would like to congratulate and thank the members of the Education and Health Standing 
Committee who have all worked very hard. I would again like to bring to your attention, Mr Speaker, the 
inadequate resources that are provided to the committees of this house. The Education and Health Standing 
Committee has very good research staff, but we have had to turn away inquiries that have been referred to us by 
ministers; we have asked them to put these inquiries on hold because of the workload of the committee. The 
opposition has asked for inquiries to be held, and we have had to put those on hold. I am not sure about the other 
committees, but bearing in mind that education and health account for almost 50 per cent of the state budget I 
believe that if the committee received more resources, it could do a lot more to support the government in 
seeking an improvement in health and education. This goes back to the fact that at each election health and 
education issues are important. The committee would like to help with those improvements, but we need more 
support from you, Mr Speaker, if we are going to be able to do that.  
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MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [8.52 pm]: I have three matters I want to raise tonight—in fact, I have four 
matters. I did have three, but I now have a fourth, which is to talk briefly about the conduct of business in this 
chamber. Last week we debated a bill of great public importance and one that the public was very interested in, 
and members on this side of the chamber were gagged from speaking on that bill. Now we have a situation in 
which the Leader of the House is spinning the time of this session out with debate on the Premier’s Statement 
and is being dilatory in producing bills to go before the house. On top of that, two bills are coming on tomorrow 
that have been declared urgent and the opposition has not even had the opportunity to see the bills. These are 
matters relating to criminal law that, in my view, require close scrutiny. I am incredibly disappointed with the 
way the business of the house is being run at the moment. The government is losing a lot of credibility. The 
government is simply not dinkum and it is treating this place with cynicism and contempt, and I am very 
disappointed.  

I want to mention two local matters. The first of those matters relates to a house for wards of the state located in 
my electorate, in Marangaroo. These kids are wards of the state, and I think one or two of them may have been 
subject to some Department of Corrective Services scrutiny, but by and large they are not there as part of any 
Department of Corrective Services supervision measure or any order of the courts; they are there because they 
are wards of the state and the state has an obligation to look after them.  

Having said that, the Department for Child Protection purchased this house and moved those kids in earlier this 
year without any consultation with the local community. The particular street in which the house is located is a 
cohesive community. Many people have been resident in that street for many years. There are a number of 
elderly people there. There was absolutely no discussion with this local community about the presence of the 
house, the nature of the kids who would be present in this house, the level of supervision they anticipated would 
be present, or who to call if there were any problems. None of that was in place. These kids were moved in and 
then for many months the street was under siege. There was an increased prevalence of crime. I am not saying it 
was all the children in the house, but it was some of the visitors to the house, in some cases. Some of the elderly 
residents frequently had their doors knocked on at one or two in the morning; there were bricks thrown through 
windows, begging in the street and a range of other antisocial behaviours. Most of this was attributed to the 
house. We checked with the local police station and there was a fourfold reporting of incidents of crime in the 
street and precincts. When we attempted to engage with the Department for Child Protection and to consult with 
them about what was happening that took some time to arrange, and we had to arrange a couple of community 
meetings. From time to time in the house, supervisors were not present. When they were present, they were not 
much older than the children they were supposed to supervise. All in all, the saga has been most unsatisfactory 
and there were some concerns.  

My constituents were very patient. They understood the circumstances of these kids and they were prepared to 
give them some leeway. However, the department has really let the side down. I am pleased to say, because it 
has been a saga and I think that people’s patience has been pushed just that much too far, that I understand the 
house will be closed down in March and those children will be relocated. As I said, there was no consultation 
and there were unsatisfactory levels of supervision. When the problems escalated, the department employed 
private security guards. I understand that in recent months that has cost about $30 000. This is a department that 
is by all accounts stretched for resources. One wonders, with the relocation of these children, whether the next 
community has to go through the same exercise. I hope that the minister and the department has learnt from this 
situation and will put in place a template of community consultation and a level of supervision that will mean the 
local community is no longer concerned about what is happening in the house and that there is greater 
supervision and neighbourhoods are not disrupted.  

As I said, the house will be closing in March, but that is after a petition, numerous representations to the minister 
and two or three public meetings and I think a number of letters from me to the neighbourhood updating them on 
what was happening there. We have wards of the state all over Western Australia, and there must be a better way 
of accommodating them and working with the community to ensure that these children who have come from 
very sad circumstances can have a normalised existence. Setting up these children in the way that the department 
has done is not the way to do it.  

The third issue that I will raise relates to the abolition of the high school fee subsidy to high school students. This 
abolition occurred in this year’s budget to commence next year and it amounts to about, in the early years, $100 
per student and in the latter years of high school $200. The high schools in my electorate and adjacent to my 
electorate will, on average, lose about $70 000 in income next year. It is a matter of great concern to the P&Cs 
and school communities more generally. These are not wealthy schools and they do not have great capacity to 
raise funds through their parent body or the P&C. These schools really do it hard and they do not have the 
capacity to collect fees. I repeat that each of these schools will be out of pocket by about $70 000 a year. I think 
that what the state government hopes will happen, although I have not spoken to the minister about this, is that 
some of these schools will be able to pick up, through the backdoor, some money from the commonwealth 
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because they fall into the category of “disadvantaged schools”. That is cost shifting at the most cynical level. In 
the meantime, these school communities are extremely worried about their revenue source drying up. The 
government should rethink its actions. It is appalling to take money from those who have such high needs.  

The final matter I will talk about relates to road safety in Western Australia, in particular in regional Western 
Australia. I will talk about this tonight because we are coming to the end of the year when people focus on the 
road toll and road safety. The road toll in remote and regional Western Australia is escalating at present and it is 
a matter of great concern.  

We all accept that Western Australia is a vast state. There are varying demographics of culture and geography 
and it is very difficult to meet the objectives of road safety throughout the state, given this diversity. I am pleased 
that the number of fatalities are down significantly in metropolitan Western Australia, but we have not had the 
same success in remote and regional Western Australia. The number of road deaths and critical injuries is 
trending upwards. Country fatalities this year to date are up to 106, which is the highest for some years with the 
exception of the horror year of 2007 when it was 123 at this time of that year. However, the critical injuries 
figure stands out in the statistics. Currently that stands at 177, which far exceeds the past five years’ figures by a 
significant amount. The total fatalities and critical injuries together, year to date, is 492 and that exceeds the past 
four years by a substantial margin. What then are the causal factors creating this situation? The opposition would 
say that those causal factors are things that are squarely within the control of the state government.  

We have a situation where regional and remote Western Australia makes up 40 per cent of the population but has 
60 per cent of the road deaths. This means that if we are serious about doing anything about the road toll we need 
to focus on remote and rural Western Australia. There is broad consensus, based on substantial evidence, on how 
we go about that and that evidence is based on substantial research in Western Australia, nationally and 
internationally. This boils down to four cornerstones, which are the four cornerstones of the so-called Towards 
Zero road safety strategy, which the government endorsed earlier this year. Those cornerstones are, firstly, safe 
road use, which encompasses education for road users, enforcing road rules and enshrining measures to 
encourage good driving habits.  

Secondly, the clear focus needs to be on safe roads and roadsides with a view to preventing death and serious 
injury by improving safety on our roads and roadsides so that crashes are less likely to happen. This, of course, 
requires investment through programs such as Safer Roads, black spot funding, sealing shoulders, installing 
proper edge lines and similar measures. This is particularly germane to our regional areas.  

The third plank is that of safe speed; that is, ensuring that we implement better speed enforcement, target speed 
limit reductions and implement education campaigns around speed reduction.  

The final objective is to prevent death or serious injury by increasing the purchase of safer vehicles with specific 
safety features—such as those recommended by the Australasian New Car Assessment Program ratings—to 
educate the public on what are safe vehicles. I have just ordered a new car and I was amazed at the plethora of 
safety options I could order for it. I am looking forward to it arriving.  

It is apparent from these objectives that they are comprehensive and ambitious and we will not be able to achieve 
them in a short time or in a piecemeal manner. They are clearly inter-related and focusing on one aspect and 
ignoring the others will largely be ineffectual. On the other hand, focusing on all four objectives at the same time 
would have a multiplier effect. These four cornerstones form the basis of the Towards Zero strategy, which was 
endorsed by Minister Johnson in March this year. It followed widespread community consultation and has 
bipartisan support. The consultation with the community was one of the largest that has taken place anywhere in 
Australia on the issue of road safety.  

They say that actions speak louder than words and in terms of road safety the past 12 months have been 
distinguished as lacking a coherent whole-of-government approach and a lack of tangible commitment through 
funding measures in a range of areas.  

In view of the statistics this impacts disproportionately on regional Western Australia and I want to spend time 
on cataloguing the lack of tangible support given by the state government to comprehensively address road 
trauma. The first disappointment is this government’s failure to top up the road trauma trust fund to $15 million. 
This fund is responsible for road safety campaigns and targeted grassroots RoadWise programs through local 
government. The source of the road trauma trust fund is that under law one-third of the revenue from red light 
and speed camera fines is directed to that fund. Under the previous government, if the revenue did not reach 
$15 million the government committed to top up to that figure so that these campaigns could be maintained and 
planning for future years could be undertaken. This year the government would not top up the road trauma trust 
fund and there was a shortfall of $2.5 million.  

In the south west, for example, the RoadWise office based in Bunbury coordinates 16 local government 
authorities from Mandurah to Manjimup and Boddington to Boyup Brook. Valuable and award-winning work is 
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being undertaken in collaboration with industry and local government for safe systems to be implemented in the 
workplace. This has flow-on effects to the lives of workers’ families as well. In the Kimberley a RoadWise 
project has been undertaken around wearing seat belts and in the Pilbara on the proper fitting of child restraints. 
These projects are grassroots and are formulated by local communities to address specific road safety issues in 
the local area.  

On a recent visit to Newman the RoadWise committee undertook the exercise of cutting a couple of people from 
a motor vehicle to illustrate what happens when there is a motor vehicle accident. They were not just any crash 
test dummies who were used; they were Hon Sally Talbot, MLC, and the member for Pilbara, Hon Tom 
Stephens. My colleagues volunteered in the interests of educating the local community about what happens when 
the firefighters have to cut out victims of a car accident. The firefighters were worked on the car for about an 
hour in 40-degree heat to get those victims out. I think that deserves special mention. 

I should also congratulate the many volunteers who work and participate in these RoadWise initiatives, which 
also include, of course, the valuable Driver Reviver stations. Fatigue is, of course, one of the drivers of road 
trauma, and measures such as the Driver Reviver stations save lives. However, skimming the road trauma trust 
fund moneys prejudices some of these programs. It is false economy when it is calculated that the average 
financial cost of a single death or serious injury is $600 000. Of course, it is not possible to measure the 
emotional toll of road trauma on families and loved ones. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: If the minister needs to be somewhere else—he has heard all this before—he should please 
feel free to leave. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I was going to compliment you on the content of your speech until you started the usual thing 
of having a go at me. Basically, I agree entirely with what you are saying about the volunteers and all those 
people who do those wonderful jobs. But you can’t help yourself, can you? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: No, I cannot, minister. When I made the assertion of fact that the road trauma trust fund was 
being short-changed this year, the minister said that it was a one-off occurrence and that once the number of 
speed cameras had doubled at some indeterminate time in the future, not only would the road trauma trust fund 
be at unprecedented levels, but also the government coffers would be bulging. We learnt today in question time, 
however, that these much-promised cameras are some little time off. In fact, I think the minister said that the 
police were still preparing their business case, and then, of course, there is the tendering process after that. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Can I just explain for your information that I promise that I will double the number of 
cameras by next June; okay? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: June; all right. That is something to look forward to, minister. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: You said that we do not know when it will be because of the business case. The business case 
is not about whether we need to double or treble the number of cameras; it is about whether it is viable and in the 
best interests of the taxpayer that we contract out certain parts of that. That is as far as that goes. But it won’t 
decrease the number of cameras, I assure you. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I thank the minister very much. That will go ahead; the government will purchase those 
cameras. If it is recommended that the government go a certain way, it may well be that it is cheaper for the 
contractor to purchase the cameras rather than government. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: No, it won’t be. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: They’re all going into the northern suburbs. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Excellent. That is all right. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: I’m going to saturate Girrawheen. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Excellent. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: No, only kidding! 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I have cruise control and I also have a special little thing that I am trialling for the Road 
Safety Council of WA that beeps at me every time I even look like I am thinking about going over the speed 
limit. 

Enforcement is only one element of a four-pronged strategy. It seems to me that the government has put all its 
eggs into one basket, and by doing so it is failing to deliver on road safety outcomes. I contend, however, that 
even if we focus only on the enforcement side, the government is failing even on that front. 

In this year’s WA Police annual report there were some sobering figures. Over the past year, patrol hours have 
dropped by almost 200 hours, and the number of vehicles stopped has dropped by more than 8 000. The so-
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called “none speed camera contacts” figure has dropped by more than 3 700, and the number of drink-drivers 
tested has dropped by more than 6 000. I believe that these figures are evidence that despite assurances that the 
three per cent efficiency dividend would not impact on front-line services, it clearly is doing so. 

These figures are not a statistical curiosity only, because they also translate into reality; that is, a perception by 
the public that the chances of being apprehended by police are very much reduced. A recent attitudinal survey of 
drivers that was conducted by Main Roads and the Office of Road Safety indicated that almost a quarter of those 
surveyed had driven close to or over the legal blood alcohol limit in the past 12 months. The survey also showed 
that the perceived likelihood of being randomly breath tested was relatively low, especially on a weeknight, and 
almost half of those surveyed admitted to using a mobile phone other than by hands free, and that included 
sending text messages. 

People expect to encounter police on the roads. Instead, we encounter nonsensical decisions such as the 
decimating of the police motorcycle squad. It has gone from 94 down to 30. In the south west of Western 
Australia, for example, this means that five motorcycles were removed. I am happy to say that two will shortly 
be returned. However, this will not be for traffic management, but for events management, such as large 
functions at Leeuwin Estate or the like. Similarly, we also hear that drug-driving testing has decreased by 20 per 
cent. The government has also broken its election promise to purchase two additional drug buses from this year’s 
budget, and the money set aside for this has been diverted elsewhere. Given that there is only one drug bus in 
Western Australia, the failure to deliver on this promise will almost certainly mean that the existing bus will 
rarely be deployed in regional Western Australia. This is of major significance in the regions, and the prospects 
of those driving under the influence of drugs being apprehended is minimal. In this context, I would have also 
thought that there is some merit in the south west having a dedicated booze bus, which it certainly does not have 
currently. 

Leaving enforcement aside, the issue of safer roads and roadsides is a key element of any road safety plan in the 
regions. With hundreds of thousands of kilometres of roads, it is imperative that regional roads get their fair 
share of funding targeted at improving bad road design, as poorly maintained roads are the cause of many 
accidents. Despite country roads being disproportionately represented in the road trauma statistics, funding is 
inversely proportional to these figures, with the vast bulk going to metropolitan roads. For example, in this 
year’s budget, out of a total of $974 million in specific new projects, $764 million is for city projects and only 
$210 million for all of regional Western Australia. Of particular concern in this area are decisions such as cutting 
the $25 million budget for the Collie Coalfields highway that was promised at the last election. Given the 
increase in industrial and mining activity along this road, this is a false economy. 

Earlier this year, the Royal Automobile Club of WA, which represents 700 000 members in Western Australia, 
presented to government a regional roads rescue program. In that document, the salient point was made that in 
2003, 57 per cent of Victoria’s road deaths—it is a similar proportion to that of Western Australia—were 
regional, but that by 2007 that figure had been reduced to 45 per cent. That had occurred because improving 
regional roads had been made a top road safety priority, and significant funding was invested to support that 
priority. The RAC believes that similar outcomes could be achieved in Western Australia. The RAC also 
commissioned an assessment of the regional highway network, and it found that more than 1 000 kilometres did 
not have a satisfactory road safety rating. Coupled with this is the expectation that freight traffic is set to double 
over the next two decades. 

It seems to me that there is much that can still be done with regional roads. I believe that the RAC’s contention 
that there needs to be an urgent lifting of the safety standards on our regional road network requires a concerted 
effort and significant funding over at least a decade. This conclusion is also shared by the Auditor General, who 
brought out a report in June this year titled “Maintaining the State Road Network”. Despite all this excellent 
work and solid evidence, the issue of regional road funding and the positive impact this could have on regional 
road safety, the RAC’s plan that was presented to the government has been rejected out of hand. Despite its 
ostensible commitment to Towards Zero, in this year’s budget the government only funded the $30 million that 
is required to purchase a digitisation platform for speed cameras. In other words, in committing funding to the 
four cornerstones of the strategy, only that which would raise revenue received consideration. On the issue of 
revenue, it is predicted that the speed and red-light cameras will pump an additional approximately $200 million 
into the state coffers over the next four years. None of this has been earmarked for road safety and certainly none 
has been earmarked for road safety in the regions.  

I made the point earlier that any response to the road toll has to be a whole-of-government one. The 
implementation of the Towards Zero strategy is oversighted by the Ministerial Council on Road Safety. It 
comprises the ministers for police, health, education, transport, planning, local government and regional 
development. They all have to be held accountable for the lack of real commitment to this strategy, which could 
potentially save more than 6 500 lives on regional roads over the next 12 years. That would save the community 
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over $3 billion. This is above and beyond the cost exacted on family, friends and colleagues by the death or 
serious injury of their loved ones. The zero in Towards Zero stands for zero funding and zero commitment. 
Every one of us has in some way been touched by road trauma and knows someone who has been killed or 
seriously injured. In small communities around Western Australia the loss is felt even more acutely.  

Although road safety is the responsibility of us all, there is a part for government to play. We call on the Barnett 
government to make a concerted and genuine investment and commitment to reducing regional road trauma.  

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Mindarie) [9.22 pm]: I rise to highlight what a terrible kick in the guts the royalties for 
regions program has been for the electorate of Mindarie and what a vicious blow it has been to all the families in 
the electorate of Mindarie. That Aussie phrase “what a terrible kick in the guts” is so descriptive and so apt for 
what this program of royalties for regions has done to the families in Mindarie. We are on the outer edge of the 
metropolitan area; in fact, the northern boundary of my electorate is the northern boundary of the metropolitan 
area, so we are at the far reach of where services need to be. 

I will go through some of the things that have been snatched away from the electorate of Mindarie to help fund 
royalties for regions. It is profligate spending beyond reason when my constituents read in the paper how much 
has been lavished on the hamlet of Capel in terms of walkways, cycleways and parks. We read in The West 
Australian that the officers down there in Capel do not know what to do with the money. Whilst this is 
happening, program after program and commitment after commitment in Mindarie is cancelled to pay for it. For 
example, two budgets ago $2.5 million was set aside to build a modest swimming pool in Mindarie. We have 
had a huge population explosion and a huge explosion of children and youths aged between zero and 15. We 
have seen some recent social problems in the electorate. Young people with lots of time and little to do out in 
Mindarie got involved in a highly publicised fracas at Claytons Beach. We had hoped to have a swimming pool, 
a water polo club and some other sporting activities to engage the local children. The $2.5 million already 
allocated—it was already sent across to the Department of Sport and Recreation to pay for it—was ripped out 
and Mindarie was told, “No hope, forget it.”  

Then there was the promise by the Department of Education to do up the 45-year-old Quinns Rocks Primary 
School, which as far as I can tell was established back in the 1960s. It may have been established in the 1950s. I 
can trace it back to the 1960s when Quinns was a holiday hamlet, only accessible down Quinns Road after 
leaving Wanneroo Road. It was miles out. It urgently needs money spent on it. The floors are unstable. They are 
at an angle in some of the rooms because the stumps have slumped. Leach drains in the sewerage system have 
collapsed. I had to play Kenny and help the school with its portable toilets because they had been knocked over 
by vandals and the excrement was going through the playground. It was a dreadful state of affairs. We have all 
this lovely housing around there and the kids have to attend a school that is screaming out for some attention. 
That is why the education department promised $3 million for refurbishment and renovations. People in the 
metropolitan area should not have to go to that sort of an education asset but they have to because the $3 million 
was ripped out and posted down to Capel so another bike rack could be built. What a disgrace! 

The member for Wanneroo can bear me witness on this one because I know he is very familiar with the town of 
Yanchep. Two years ago the junior high school up there was told that it is below standard. I know the member 
for Wanneroo has visited it himself. It is below standard by a country mile. The headmaster was told by the 
education department that there is no hope of looking for refurbishment or upgrading in the life of this 
Parliament. This is Yanchep. It is no longer a fishing hamlet. This is the breaking wave of development. 
Marmion Avenue has now been constructed. For those people who have not been out there for a while, it has 
been opened for nearly a year. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: You got a nice new road then. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Yes, we have. The Liberal government did not pay for it so the member for Scarborough 
should not chirp in with her smart comments. The developers paid for the road, as the member for Wanneroo can 
attest. Tokyu Corporation paid for the road to help Yanchep develop. We have seen all the blocks for sale in the 
paper. I think $195 000 would buy a nice block in Yanchep very close to the ocean. Families are starting to move 
out there and they have this dreadful education asset that has been screaming out for refurbishment and repair. 
The money is not available because it was posted down to Capel for another bike rack. There is only one 
sportsground in Yanchep. It will lose footballers from the Yanchep football team because the juniors have 
nowhere to play because of overcrowding. They all have to fit on one football ground. Perhaps that is beside the 
point. The football ground is not the screaming priority out there; it is these educational assets.  

That brings me back to Quinns and infrastructure assets. The Quinns residents were promised that definitely by 
next year the deep sewerage works would be starting. They got put on the waitlist because the sewerage 
treatment works in the area were overloaded and more and more allotments were being developed to the north 
through Brighton and Butler. The sewerage works could not cope, so residents were promised that when 
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Alkimos was being built and as soon as it opened, which is to be next year, the last pocket of unsewered land up 
there would be put on sewerage. A lot of the streets had the pipes dug in. The Water Corporation told the 
residents that by 2008 they would be connected. In 2008 it said they would have to wait for Alkimos. They 
waited for Alkimos and now the government says, “No way.” Where has the money gone? It has gone to 
royalties for regions. What a disgrace! They are swimming in it down there whilst my constituents are swimming 
in effluent out at Quinns. It is just not good enough. That was a terrible kick in the guts for all those families out 
there.  

That is just so typical of this government. This government is always trying to get a headline on the news on a 
Sunday by putting out a press release about how it is going to lock everyone up forever, or about how it is going 
to reinstate the Graffiti Task Force. In Mindarie, we started a community movement called People Against 
Vandalism, or PAV. The Liberal member for Wanneroo can testify to this, because he knows all about it as a 
former councillor of the City of Wanneroo. This is not something that is to the merit of the previous Labor 
Government. It is to the merit of the community. The community was sick of the graffiti and the vandalism, and 
it wanted to do something about it, and that is how PAV came about. It was actually started by an octogenarian 
by the name of Tom Drinkwater. He is a marvellous man. He has been a Liberal voter all his life. That does not 
matter to me. He motivated the residents of Butler and Brighton to do something about the graffiti problem. Tom 
and I, together with Dave Mallett, a community leader from the suburb of Butler, approached a number of 
organisations to see whether they would help us in the fight against graffiti and vandalism in the electorate of 
Mindarie. We approached Mr Satterley from Satterley Property Group, and he very generously made a donation 
to help us get going. We approached people from the Toyota motor company, and they sold us a new Toyota 
HiAce at a very reasonable price, and they also provided some Toyota financing. We also approached the City of 
Wanneroo when the member for Wanneroo was a member of the council. The City of Wanneroo pitched in by 
supplying chemicals to remove graffiti and training people on how to apply those chemicals. Finally, we 
approached the committee that was chaired by the member for Perth and that was dividing up the money from 
the confiscation of drugs. It was not pork barrelling for Mindarie. This organisation itself—not the member for 
Mindarie—made an application for that funding. It was supported by the police. I remember Deputy 
Commissioner Dave Lampard coming to a little function that we held and presenting the organisation with a 
cheque for $80 000. That enabled PAV to operate two vehicles in the northern suburbs. The good thing about 
PAV was that it was manned by volunteers. A lot of those volunteers were retired people. They loved and cared 
about their area. They worked in concert with the local schools on education programs to teach the children 
about the social costs and consequences of graffiti and vandalism. At the same time, we started up a modest 
reporting system that operated out of my office and Clarkson Library. That reporting system enabled children to 
dob in a graffiti vandal, quite anonymously, and they would get a small reward of, I think, $50, if it led to the 
conviction of a graffiti vandal. People were convicted in Joondalup court because they had been dobbed in by 
their peers through this anonymous dob-in form at the library and at my office. This obviously caused other 
students to become less brazen or comfortable about vandalising our suburbs, because they did not know 
whether their peers would be taking their photograph with their mobile phone and would be dobbing them in to 
collect the $50 reward.  

The upshot of all the hard work that was done by PAV was that the North Coast Times wanted to do a story 
about how we were removing the graffiti. They sent out their photographer to Clarkson at the appointed time to 
photograph some graffiti being removed from a wall. The only problem with this whole exercise was that we 
drove around Clarkson with the photographer, and we could not find any graffiti anywhere, so they had to 
change the story that they wrote. What was happening was that anyone could ring PAV at any time—everyone 
knew the number—and the graffiti would be removed from their house within 24 hours, free of charge. There 
was a modest charge for businesses of so much a linear metre, and that was used to fund the chemicals that were 
used to keep the whole show going. The community was also paying a small monthly lease fee for the Toyota 
HiAce vehicles. I must say that those vehicles were very professionally fitted out. 

I am very sad that, today, I rose to speak in memory of the late Paul Andrews. May he rest in peace. I am very 
sad also that, today, I rise to speak in memory of PAV. PAV has folded. It is dead as a dodo bird. It is dead 
because this lousy government would not let any further funds come out of the confiscation of drugs moneys, or 
anywhere else, to keep this community organisation going. This was a leading model in Perth, because it showed 
other electorates and other communities how they could take ownership of graffiti vandalism and how families 
could become involved in the eradication of graffiti. PAV was not just a graffiti hotline that people would ring 
up and someone might or might not come in the next week to clean the graffiti off the house. This was bang; 
done—as soon as people rang up PAV, the graffiti would be gone. The people of the electorate of Mindarie are 
proud that people could drive around the suburbs of Clarkson, Merriwa and Ridgewood and not find any graffiti.  

The demise of PAV was another kick in the guts for the people of Mindarie from royalties for regions. The 
government is scouring money from every little piggy bank in the city so that it can get more money to post to 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 17 November 2009] 

 p9130b-9147a 
Ms Lisa Baker; Mr Peter Watson; Dr Janet Woollard; Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr John Quigley 

 [17] 

the bush. The government stole $25 million from the capital equipment fund that was used to keep Royal Perth 
Hospital going, just so that it could ship some money to Capel for the building of a bicycle rack. It is disgraceful 
the price that the people of Mindarie have been required to pay to fund royalties for regions.  

I will go through it again. We have lost our swimming pool. That money was there, but it has gone. That is too 
bad for the students of Mindarie. I can tell members that in the Western suburbs, where the Premier lives, where 
the Minister for Education lives and where half the cabinet lives, they have swimming pools at Bold Park, at 
Challenge Stadium, at Christchurch Grammar, at Methodist Ladies College and at Scotch College, and even at 
my old school, Nedlands Primary. That is a state school, but it has its own swimming pool. There are swimming 
pools everywhere, and they are very heavily used; it is hard to get lane time. But in my area, we were given the 
toffee apple. We were told, “Here is the millions of dollars that you need for your pool; just get out and construct 
it.” But that money has gone. It has been stolen from us. It is the same as the money for Quinns Rocks Primary 
School. That money has been stolen from Mindarie and has been shipped to the bush. Why does the government 
hate Yanchep so much? Why is the government leaving the people in Yanchep struggling with the high school 
asset that they have got? It is because Yanchep is an old suburb. It was built way back in the 1960s. When it was 
built, it was only a village. Why has the government done this? It has done this just so that it can hold onto 
government. The other thing I need to mention is Butler high school. I do not know how I could ever have 
forgotten about that. We heard in an answer to a question on notice to the Minister for Education that that school 
is not going to open in this term of government.  

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The area of Butler developed from land brought on to the market by the state of Western 
Australia—LandCorp—in concert with developers. At that time, the people who bought land in Butler were told 
that there would be a train station and a high school at Butler, so they could move all their families in because it 
was going to have the infrastructure. The first thing the current government did after it was elected was to 
suspend the northern train line whilst it did the 2020 transport review. That provoked, as members remember, a 
huge demonstration that was publicised on page 3 of The West Australian and on the front of the local 
newspaper. The government relented and said that it would build the rail line out through there, but is not the 
devil always in the detail, Madam Acting Speaker (Ms L.L. Baker)? If members read through the transport 
budget line by line, they will see that there will not be a train station in Butler during the life of this Parliament. 
The government will ask the public to elect it again because it has allowed $30 million for all the planning, and it 
will ask the public to put it on trust and elect it again and it will build a station some time after February 2013. 
These people have been suckered once; they should not be suckered again.  

When the land was sold to all of these people, they were told that they would have a high school in Butler. That 
school was due to open in 2011, but having received an answer to a question on notice from the Minister for 
Education, it is now apparent that there will not be a high school operating out there until the next Parliament. 
All of those people with children in year 4 who go to Butler, East Butler and Brighton primaries—forget it! They 
will have to send their children somewhere else.  

The price paid by the electorate of Mindarie to fund the royalties for regions program is a disgrace. It has paid an 
exorbitant price with community infrastructure, with education, with sewage and with graffiti removal. If 
members consider how much money has gone into Capel, all the electorate of Mindarie needed to keep the best 
graffiti-busting brigade in Western Australia going was $80 000! That $80 000 would have kept us going for a 
couple of years with our two buses; now we have to strip them out, take them back to Toyota, and see how much 
we will go broke for. We will have to see how much these lovely people who got this graffiti-busting brigade 
going, which is an incorporated body, are down the tube for, because they have to hand back the Toyota HiAces. 
For any members who are interested, we are having the wake in Parliament House next Thursday week, outside 
the Aboriginal People’s Room. These people are members of the community who came along and put so much 
effort into getting up every morning, on a roster; putting on their white overalls, manning the bus; and going and 
cleaning the graffiti. It has all amounted to just a pile of dust because no-one in the government cared a rat’s tail 
how much the people of Mindarie love their electorate, how much pride they took in it, and to what 
extraordinary lengths they went to clear graffiti off walls and fight vandalism. I give Mr Tom Drinkwater special 
acknowledgment for his effort in inaugurating People Against Vandalism, and I thank Mr Dave Mallett—the 
brigade leader from Brighton—very much for all the work he and his team did. I am very, very sorry I have not 
been able to achieve, for those people, in the Parliament of Western Australia, some modicum of reason from the 
government. There is so much money floating around in these funds to help community projects, I would have 
thought that People Against Vandalism, which got on top of vandalism and graffiti in the electorate of Mindarie, 
would have merited some support from the confiscation of drug money; no. The government said, “Get away 
from us”, and flicked us away, even though the police thought that this was fantastic.  
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Finally, we urgently need other infrastructure out there, and nothing is more urgently needed than closed-circuit 
television in the Lighthouse Park area, which runs between Marmion Avenue and Mindarie Beach proper, 
because we have got this greenbelt running through there where gangs of youths from the eastern side of 
Marmion Avenue, from Merriwa and Ridgewood, who have little to do with their time because we do not have a 
movie theatre out there, we do not have a swimming pool, and we have little sporting facilities and they float 
through this area causing antisocial problems. We urgently need lighting in that area and we urgently need 
CCTV. I know that that is a primary responsibility of the City of Wanneroo, but the ratepayers should not be 
expected to foot the bill.  

Although it has all been a mean and lousy effort by this government in respect of the electorate of Mindarie, it 
would not be right of me to not, however, acknowledge the efforts of Hon Peter Collier, who kept our TAFE 
campus on course. I fought very hard for that for four years. It looked as though it was going to go under when 
the government came in, and credit where credit is due, Hon Peter Collier stood up to the government and fought 
for the continuation of the budget to allow the Clarkson Campus of North Coast TAFE to stay ahead, and we 
have just had the turning of the first sod there. 

I will conclude where I started: all this community infrastructure has just gone by the by under this regime of 
royalties for the regions, which has proved nothing more than bit of a kick in the guts for the community in the 
electorate of Mindarie. 

Question put and passed. 
 


